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            ell, the 2018 Bridges sail is in the history books.  I don't want to hear anything about 

never having wind on this weekend sail!  ï more on that later.  Seventeen boats were present for 

the beginning of the sail. There were sixteen sailboats and one pontoon boat. Unfortunately, two 

of the boats had to drop out before the start due to sail-stopping problems: a Potter 19 had a 

center board problem, the board was stuck halfway down; the other was a Montgomery 17 with a 

bent spreader caused while setting up. 
 

 

Shipôs Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
Show your colors!  Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail! 
 Burgees $25.00 
 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 
 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 
 Info Packets $20.00 (Primarily P-15 information) 
Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or 
T-Shirt with the club logo on it.  
          Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters 

 

Report: Delta Bridges Sail    

                         By Bud Kerner 

                        

(See Bridges continued on page 13) 
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By Eric Zilbert 
 
  

Welcome to our last edition of the Potter Yachter Newsletter for 2018. This has been quite a 
year, and I have really enjoyed sharing my thoughts and impressions with you in the 
/ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǘǘŜǊ ¸ŀŎƘǘŜǊ ƛǎ му pages long and positively 
crammed with tales of the kind of sailing adventures our wonderful boats make available to 
us: Cruising the Delta, messing about on  San Francisco Bay, and camping out in Tomales 
Bay. I have no words that could possibly improve on the stories and photos in this issue, so I 
will let them speak for themselves. 

 

 I wish all of you a great holiday season and best wishes for the new year. See you at the annual meeting in January. 

And remember:               Trusting in Providence is a very good thing, 

as far as it goes, but a chart and a compass 

are worth six of it, any time. 

Statistics have shown this to be true. 

       See you on the water. - Z                                                                  ï Mark Twain 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

     The Commodoreõs Corner 

        Send in your suggestions for sailing locations!  Email: clubevents@potter-yachters.org 
 

Jan  20 (Sun) Annual Meeting at Oakland Yacht Club (Eric Z) 
Brunch @ 9am, then meet in Regatta Room; those who wish to bring their boat may 
call OYC to arrange for overnight stay at their dock; estuary sailing is generally easy 

 

     Club Events on the Horizon      Check Calendar 
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Jon Barber 
Bay Area Messabout 

Mark & Cynthia Sabin 
  Golden Gate Bridge 

mailto:clubevents@potter-yachters.org?subject=Sailing%20Venue%20Suggestion
http://www.potter-yachters.org/eventcalendar
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Request for Sailing Venues 
 

Weôd like your input for the 

official Potter Yachter 

Sailing Event Schedule of 

the 2019 sailing season. 

If you have a favorite place 

to sail that youôd like to 

share with the rest of us, 

send your suggestion to: 
clubevents@potter-yachters.org 

 

Our own famous Potter Yachter, Goose Gossman, όƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ άƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎέΚύ 

is a prolific Lattitude 38 contributor.  Take a look at one of his shameless plugs 

for us: https://www.latitude38.com/lectronic/better-late-than-never-potters/ 

From the Editor: Happy Thanksgiving!   

     Iôd like to take this moment to thank all of the yearôs contributors for 
their part in producing our monthly newsletter during the sailing season. As 
the editor, I truly appreciate getting the news items, announcements, and 
after-action reports sent in by members. (It sure beats writing everything 
myself!) 
 

 And, in the spirit of the season, I also want to say how thankful I am to 
have found the fine, helpful members of the Potter Yachters.  Back in 2012, I was looking to finally buy 
my own boat and sail every few weekends a month again after a long hiatus.  If I hadnôt found this 
group of sailors, I still would have done it, but itôs much more enjoyable this way. 
 

 So, once again, to all my Yachter friends and contributors over the past year: THANK YOU! 

           Wishing you a wonderful holiday season and a happy New Year!   -The Editor 
 

   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Commodore: Vice Commodore: Newsletter Editor: 

  Eric Zilbert  Rob Sampson  Phil Marcelis 

  ezilbert@cde.ca.gov  PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com  sail@marcelis.com 

  P-19, #629, Riptide  P-15, #367, Espero  P-19, #1487, Family Time 

 P-15 Fleet Captain: P-19 Fleet Captain: Webmaster: 

  David Bacon  Carl Sundholm  Phil Marcelis 

  dbacon2636@me.com  sundholm@att.net  sail@marcelis.com 

  P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun  P-19, Dagmar   

 

 Secretary/Treasurer:    Website & Facebook: 

  Pat  Brennan   www.potter-yachters.org 

  pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net   fb.me/PotterYachters 

  ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis 

     Officer's Club 

mailto:clubevents@potter-yachters.org?subject=Sailing%20Venue%20Suggestion
https://www.latitude38.com/lectronic/better-late-than-never-potters/
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
http://fb.me/PotterYachters
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From the North (Berkeley, Bay Bridge) 

take 880 S and exit Jackson Street 

turn left off the ramp and go under the freeway 

turn left on 8
th
 Street 

turn left on Webster Street 

follow directions from the Posey Tube (below) 

 

From the South (San Jose, Castro Valley) 

take 880 N to Oakland and exit Broadway 

turn right onto Broadway 

turn right on 7
th
 Street 

turn right on Webster Street 

take the tunnel into Alameda (aka Posey Tube) 

 

From the Posey Tube 

keep left and go over the overpass 

turn left at Atlantic Ave. 

turn left at Triumph Street 

the club is located at the end of the street. 

parking is in front of the club house 

 

Upcoming: Sunday, January 20, 2019 - Breakfast and Meeting 

Annual Club Meeting at Oakland Yacht Club 
 

The Potter Yachtersô Annual Meeting is set for January 20
th
 from around 10am until 1pm in the Regatta 

Room of the Oakland Yacht Club.  As usual, the club offers a tasty breakfast starting at around 9am. (The 

breakfast menu can sometimes be found with directions to the club on their website: www.oaklandyachtclub.net) 

 

Any member who joined within the last year is specifically invited to attend this meeting.  Sometimes we 

get a little caught up in sailing off in different directions and donôt get to meet new members at the monthly sails. 

The annual meeting is the perfect opportunity to introduce yourself, meet like-minded sailors, and let the rest of 

us enjoy your company.  Regardless of when you joined, this is the one time we sit down to get a treasurerôs 

report, nominate officers, and discuss future sails, so please make every effort to attend. 

 

The Official 2019 Potter Yachter Calendar will be available at the meeting, so bring your checkbook or 

cash; theyôre $10 at the meeting, or $15 pre-paid for mailing.  A limited quantity will be printed, so you are 

advised to reserve your copy early.  Members can reserve calendars to be picked up at the annual meeting by 

emailing a request to Pat (pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net).  If you would like to have one mailed via USPS, you can 

send $15 to Pat using PayPal (and put ñfor calendarò ï along with your address! ï in the ñcommentò section) or 

send a check for $15 to Pat Brennan (1305 Webster Street  C205, Alameda, CA 94501). 

 

On the subject of payments, membership dues are based on the calendar year and itôs been $25 per family 

for many years, but we still vote on the amount at the annual meeting.  It will most likely be possible to pay the 

treasurer directly following the meeting.  Details on how much to pay will be in the next newsletter, along with 

instructions for where to mail a check.  (Note that our Secretary/Treasurer, Pat Brennan, has signaled that he will 

be stepping down ï after nearly 15 years holding the position! ï so there will probably be a new address for 

mailing your payment, and PayPal may or may not be available as a payment option.) 

 

As is our custom, there will be a voluntary exchange of nautical gifts after the meeting for those wishing to 

participate.  Itôs very low-key; people usually place a wrapped gift on the table in the Regatta Room just before 

the meeting starts, and then at the end of the meeting you just take a gift if you brought one. 
 

New or prospective members are encouraged to come.  See you there!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1101+Pacific+Marina,+94501&spn=0.027872,0.053571&hl=en
https://oaklandyachtclub.net/index.cfm?ID=95
https://oaklandyachtclub.net/index.cfm?ID=95
https://oaklandyachtclub.net/index.cfm?ID=160
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1101+Pacific+Marina,+94501&spn=0.027872,0.053571&hl=en
http://www.oaklandyachtclub.net/
mailto:pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net
http://www.paypal.me/WPatrickBrennan/15
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aƻƴǘŜǊŜȅΩǎ 

Mile Buoy 

Report: Yachters Return in 2018 to a Persistent Favorite 

Moss Landing to Monterey and Back  
    by Bud Kerner with 

         photos by Dave Kautz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five Potter Yachters met in Moss Landing on Friday, for Saturdayôs sail out. 

Dan Phy arrived from Ft. Bragg on Thursday. There were two Montgomery 

17's, a Montgomery 16 Cat Boat, an O'Day 19, a Potter 19, and a Banjo 20. 

While the money has been approved to dredge the harbor at Elkhorn Yacht Club (EYC), 

all of the government agencies which must sign off on the dredging ï and I believe there 

are 9 of them ï have not done so; the club's guest dock is still an island. Brian Ackerman, 

EYCôs Port Captain, found space for our six boats.  Again, enough cannot be said about 

the way EYC goes out of their way to make us Potter Yachters feel welcomed. 

We awoke Saturday morning to sunshine and a cloudless sky. The fleet left the harbor at 10 am with just a hint of 

a breeze. I motored out to the 1-mile buoy and then had enough breeze to sail. A moderate breeze developed and 

the fleet was able to sail along at 3 to 4 knots; I never clocked wind over 8 knots on my anemometer. The forecast 

was accurate on the wind, but missed the sea state. NOAA's forecast was two-foot swells every nineteen seconds. 

That is almost a flat ocean. The closer we got to Monterey the more chop we encountered.  

There was a cruise ship anchored just outside the harbor on Saturday, and when we sailed 

past they were ferrying passengers back to the ship using the lifeboats.  

Monterey Marina staff did a nice job of finding us slips fairly close to each other and not 

far from the bathroom. Mike Swartz joined us at the dock, and Dan Phy supplied us with 

gin and tonics. We nibbled on snacks before going to the London Bridge Pub for some 

serious eating. 

Day two started much like the day before, just a slight breeze and clear skies. Us ñearly 

birdsò walked to the Paris Bakery for breakfast. We left the harbor at 10 AM. The breeze 

  Cats Meow and Banjo are dwarfed by the huge Seabourn Sojourn cruise ship anchored in Monterey 

https://www.elkhornyc.org/
https://monterey.org/Services/Harbor-and-Marina/Municipal-Marina
http://www.lbpmonterey.com/
http://parisbakery.us/
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Moss Landing to Monterey - 

October 2018 

  Attendees: 

¶ Jon Barber ς hƭΩ пп, M-17 

¶ Dick Herman ς Banjo, Banjo 20 

¶ Dave Kautz ς Trailer TrashΣ hΩ5ŀȅ мфн 

¶ Bud Kerner ς Cats Meow, P-19 

¶ Dan Phy ς Six, M-16 catboat 
                                (soon to be a sloop) 

¶ Dana Suverkrop ς Shiksa, M-17 
 

filled in and we had a pleasant smooth sail back to Moss Landing. 

Both days, we sailed with whales and dolphins. It is quite humbling to have a whale breech near you. It makes 

one feel insignificant in our little boats, next to such a magnificent animal. 

The fleet made it back to Moss Landing. Dan 

Phy, Dick Herman, and I stayed overnight at 

the Yacht Club. We took advantage of 

Sunday's Beer and Burger night, and avoided 

Sunday night traffic. 

Dick Herman    

with Banjo 

 



The Potter Yachter  Page 7 

Coyote Point YC with breathtaking views upstairs 

 After-Action Report: First S F Bay Area Messabout  

 Familiar Faces in New Places: BAM-1! 
                 by Phil Marcelis  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In September, an intrepid group of sailors ï if youôve been paying attention or reading past issues of the 

newsletter, you know that the esteemed CoE Don Person has been insisting we use the word ñintrepidò as often 

as possibleé  at any rate, an intrepid group of sailors converged upon Coyote Point Yacht Club on Friday, Sept. 

14
th
 to start a 10-day sailing extravaganza in the San Francisco Bay Area.  As stated in the Travel & Sail Plan (a 

20-page guide, replete with photos, charts, and GPS coordinates) the mission for this, er, mission was ñto trailer 

our intrepid vessels to a launching spot of our choosing, demonstrate that Potter Yachters actually go out and sail 

our boats, and advance the cause of Potterdom.ò 

The one certainty, in a somewhat fluid plan, was 

arriving at the Coyote Point Rec Area to partake of the 

clubôs incredible hospitality which Mark Malcolm and 

Jack Verducci (outgoing and incoming port captains) 

had arranged: trailer parking, dockage, and drinks & 

dinner upstairs in the clubhouse.  

Mark & Cynthia, Rob, and I launched Friday morning. 

Dave and Francesca Kautz sailed their Capri 26 (the 

BIG boat) from Redwood City. We leisurely sat 

upstairs in the bar sipping a beverage while keeping an 

eye in the direction of the San Mateo Bridge and 

listening for them on the VHF.  When they arrived, 

they used a waterproof camera and Robôs GoPro 

selfie-stick to diagnose prop shaft knock, to no avail. 

Bay Area Messabout - September 2018 

  Attendees: 

¶ Jon Barber ς hƭΩ пп, M-17 

¶ Judy Blumhorst, Anton Berteaux ς Funtastic, F24 

¶ John Chille ς At Last, M-15 

¶ Goose Gossman ς ReGale, Mod-HMS18 

¶ Dave & Francesca Kautz ς Zoe, Capri 26  

¶ Tom Luque, Jim Ferguson ς Mastgates, WWP-19 

¶ Phil Marcelis ς Family Time, WWP-19 

¶ Mark Sabin, Cynthia Shallit ς Half Fool, ComPac 17 

¶ Rob Sampson ς Mud Hen, Ranger 21 

¶ Eric Zilbert ς Riptide, WWP-19 
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CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ {ǳƴǎŜǘ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻȅƻǘŜ tƻƛƴǘ ¸/ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 

Yes, this P-19 in dry-storage sports wheel steering! 






















