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The Yachters Parade Out Into the Bay. 
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A P-19 sneaks up behind a cannon-wielding warship. 
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  Newsletter of the Longest Lasting West Wight Potter Club in the World  April 2014 

 

Potter Yachters Enjoy Fantastic Weather on óStrictly Sailô sail-by on Sat., April 12th 

South S.F. Bay for the Season Opening Sail  Oakland Estuary Day Sail
  by Carl Sundholm 

With the approach of Spring and the increasingly warming rays 

of the sun, Potter Yachtersô thoughts turn to taking the sailboats 

out of their Winter hibernation for the first sail of the season.   

Since the high tide was shortly after the noon hour, the plan was 

to sail out to the USS Thompson wreck to anchor out for lunch 

on the bay, sail back to watch the (continued on page 8) 

 

   

[Pat is hosting; hereôs his write-up.  ɬEd.] 
As in the past few years, the Oakland 

Estuary day sail is the same weekend as the 

ñStrictly Sailò Pacific boat show at Jack 

London Square, Oakland.   This has always 

been a pretty undisciplined event, but here 

are some general guidelines. 

We will rig and launch at the Grand Street 

launch facility in Alameda opposite Coast 

Guard Island and plan to be underway 

between 9:00 and 10:00.  We will sail to Jack 

London Square and attempt our traditional 

Potter Yachter parade by the show before 

breaking for lunch.  You are urged to fly a 

Potter burgee and  (continued on page 3) 

  

Come Sail with the Potter Yachters 

Benicia Sail on April 19th 
[Goose is hosting; hereôs his write-up. ɬEd.] 

The annual Benicia sail has had up to 21 

boats attend.  Early Spring weather is usually 

perfect, with gentle winds, but the strong 

Delta Winds can happen (though 

predictable).  Most boats launch at the West 

9th St. boat ramp (free) where we have a 

skipper's meeting around 10am.  Several 

boats usually (continued on page 4) 
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Also in this i ssue: 

http://www.boatus.com/tickets/
http://www.potter-yachters.org/locats.html#GrandSt
http://www.potter-yachters.org/locats.html#GrandSt
http://potter-yachters.org/members/May_Potter_Newsletter_06.pdf
http://potter-yachters.org/members/May_Potter_Newsletter_06.pdf
http://www.windfinder.com/forecast/benicia_martinez_bridge_carquinez_strait
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Redwood City Inner Harbor:  Past and Future 
 It is an ever-changing world in which we live.  The 

shorelines, marinas, docks, buildings, and people that live and 

hang out there, often give way to the forces of developers, 

planning agencies, re-development, and gentrification.  

 Peteôs Harbor and Docktown in the Redwood City Inner 

Harbor are a case in point.  The Potter Yachters have long had a 

strong historical tie with these places, since Redwood City has 

the best access point for sailing on the South Bay.  

PETEôS HARBOR.  From the time the 

Potter Yachters were formed in 1978, the 

traditional New Yearôs Day organizational 

meetings and rendezvous were held at the 

Harbor House restaurant in Peteôs Harbor.  

Peteôs Harbor at that time had docks, a 

community of live-aboards, and the Harbor 

Restaurant, giving the area a distinctive 

maritime character.  

 A review of the early Potter 

Yachtersô newsletters from the late 1970s 

and early 1980s reveals many references to 

Peteôs Harbor.  Beginning in 1979, it 

became common to have dinner at the 

Harbor House Restaurant in Peteôs Harbor 

after Redwood City sails (the first reference 

I could find was in the July-Aug 1979 

Newsletter).  More importantly, from 

1979 to 1994, the Peteôs Harbor 

Restaurant was the location of the Potter 

Yachtersô New Yearôs Day annual brunch 

organizational meetings at which the 

shared stories, reviewed the past year 

sails, proposed new sails for the coming 

year, began electing its officers, and 

exchanged gifts.  For example, the 

December 1979 Newsletter proposes a 

January 1, 1980 12 noon lunch at Peteôs 

Harbor House for ña non-sailing get  
 (continued on page 11)   

By Carl A. Sundholm 
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an ensign, if you have them.   

 The most popular place for lunch 

is Quinnôs Lighthouse in Oakland 

opposite Coast Guard Island.  There 

is also the Rusty Pelican opposite 

Jack London Square.  Both have 

guest docks.  Some may decide to 

continue on out to the Bay.  Keep 

your VHF tuned to Ch. 68 and let us 

know where you are going, if you 

leave the main group.   In the 

afternoon, after sailing, quite a few 

will head over to the boat show 

followed by a visit to the Oakland 

Yacht Club bar.  Ken Lange of 

International Marine had indicated that there may be a guest dock available for us at the boat show.   I asked 

for confirmation but have not heard from him yet. 

 If anyone would like to stay overnight and continue sailing on Sunday, OYC can probably accommodate 

them with a slip.  Potter Yachters is a reciprocal member of 

OYC so feel free to call the club. 

Grand Street has two well-maintained ramps and a parking 

lot.  Both the ramp and parking are free. 

 

Tides and currents are not of real concern on the Estuary, but 

it is advisable to keep in the channel while heading for Quinnôs 

because there are many snags close to Coast Guard Island. 

 

 

Shipôs Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
Show your colors!  Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail! 

 Burgees $25.00 

 Info Packets $15.00 (Primarily P-15 information)  

 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 

 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 

 

Head over to the CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or 

T-Shirt with the club logo on it.  

          Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters  

Commodore:  

Carl Sundholm, P-19, Dagmar 

sundholm@att.net 

Vice Commodore:  
Rob Sampson 

rsampson@des-ae.com 

Secretary/Treasurer:  

Pat Brennan, ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis 

pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net 

P-15 Fleet Captain: 

Don Person, P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne 

dnjperson@comcast.net 

P-19 Fleet Captain: 

Eric Zilbert, P-19, #629, Riptide 

ezilbert@cde.ca.gov 

Newsletter Editor:  
Phil Marcelis, P-19, #1487 

sail@marcelis.com 

Webmaster: 
Mike Westfield 

westfield@potter-pod.com 

Website:  www.potter -yachters.org 

     Officer's Club 

Directions to Grand St. Ramp, Alameda 
Take I-880 toward Oakland/Alameda: 
Exit at 23

rd
 Street. 

Follow the ñAlamedaò signs to the Park Street Bridge. 
Cross the bridge. 
Turn Right at the second light, Clement Street. 
Go straight on Clement until it ends and then, 
Turn Right on Grand Street. 
Continue to parking lot and ramp 
 

 

http://www.oaklandyachtclub.net/cruising/in
http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=37.778095,+-122.251581&hl=en&f=d
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launch and get overnight slips at the Benicia Marina (with its own ramp, showers, etc.) on East 5th St. 

I've also encouraged anchoring out at the State Park, whose bay is next to 9th street, although no one has done 

that yet.  Lots of wildlife and good bottom.  This year the date does not coincide with Opening Day at Benicia 

YC., so after sailing we will probably gather at my place for lasagna and beer/wine.  Our home is adjacent to 

launch ramp parking lot.  At the meeting we decide where to sail, depending on wind, tides, and currents. It's a 

nice place to spend the weekend, and non-sailors can cruise the antique shops and glass-blowing studios. 

   Later, Goose 916/719-9355   

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Benicia Sail 

Directions to 9
th
 Street Ramp, Benicia 

From I-80: 
Exit onto I-780 East towards Benicia 
Exit at Military West St. 
Turn Right immediately onto W. K St. 
Turn Right onto W. 9

th
 St. 

Continue to ramp and parking 
 
From I-680: 
Exit onto I-780 West towards Benicia 
Exit at E. 5

th
 St, Turn Left under freeway 

Turn Right onto E. J St. 
Continue to parking lot and ramp 
 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&oe=UTF-8&rlz=1I7DKUS&q=W+9th+st,benicia,ca&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x80856e1e49da9c95:0x56e24b5874d4c4fb,W+9th+St,+Benicia,+CA+94510&gl=us&sa=X&ei=eQs7U925NvPO2QXRwIH4BQ&ved=0CCcQ8gEwAA
http://www.beniciamarina.net/
http://books.google.com/books?id=kwhKAAAAcAAJ&pg=RA1-PA30&lpg=RA1-PA30&dq=anchoring+southampton+bay+benicia&source=bl&ots=jlcmccDbi7&sig=aXJ-eR6Skut_VxQbVidxpzwNsi4&hl=en&sa=X&ei=gAE7U-6ZC-P42AW3qIH4Dg&ved=0CEsQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=anchoring%20southampton%20bay%20benicia&f=false
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=38.064919,+-122.187452&hl=en&f=d
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=38.05821,+-122.17422&hl=en&f=d
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Richmond Rain Scatters the Potter Pod 

Report from Benicia, March 30, 2014 

Saturdayôs forecasts were gloomy enough, but when words like ñmoistò, ñshowersò, and ñsteady rainò started 

getting bandied about on the forum, it caused some folks to pause a moment. 

Sunday, on the other hand, held the possibility for good 

weather and ñGooseò Gossman decided to grab it. 

ñYesterday was a chance for me to test my chine runner 

mods,ò he said.  He tried a new position for the hydrofoils, but 

nothing changed, so he removed the foils.  ñI kept the chine 

runners, since they seem to work great.  After 

the next couple of events, I'll know if I can 

remove my centerboard trunk.  Also, the boat 

seems to point and tack just fine with the 

board up, so I'm encouraged.ò 

Goose was joined by Eric Zilbert and ña fellow interested in a test drive on an 18/19.ò 

 ñYesterday, there was a hell of a lot of current, so it was tough to tell what was normal leeway,ò Goose 

explained, still evaluating his mod.  Meanwhile, Eric and his crew just left Goose ñin the dust.ò 

After dropping off his crew at the 

ramp, Eric apparently went out again for 

a couple of more hours. 

ñNow, that's someone who needs a 

sailing fix!ò exclaimed an obviously 

awed Goose. 

 Goose reports, ñthe wind was 7-16 

and puffy in the area I was, but Eric said 

it got better further west.  He said they 

were going 7.3mph 

upwind/upcurrent.   Showoff!   It was 

chilly, but beautiful.   The weather was a 

bit weird because Sunday was 

sandwiched between Saturday's storm 

and the system arriving Monday.ò   

ñWe do need to seize the opportunity to get out on the water when conditions are right. Benicia's geography 

is Potter-licious in Spring and Fall,ò was Gooseôs advice to all of us. 

He adds, ñthe sail in April is always well attended.ò A hint to those undecided about April 19th. J ï Ed. 

http://forum.trailersailor.com/forum.php?id=2
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March 29th Sail suffers a ñRain Delayò 

Buckley Cove Sail, March 30, 2014 
By Dick Herman 

 

The Richmond sail scheduled for 

Saturday, March 29, was a washout ï literally.   

Much-needed rain had forced the sail to be 

cancelled. Fortunately, the host, Neil Dorf, 

doesnôt give up easily.  He checked the weather 

and Sunday looked good with light winds, 

temperatures in the sixties, and partially cloudy 

skies.  The only question was where? 

Never one to pass up a chance for a 

sailing fix, Neil opted for Buckley Cove on the 

San Joaquin River in Stockton.  Relying on the 

ever-popular West Wight Potter Forum on 

TSBB, and with help from an e-mail by Pat 

Brennan, the word went out.  Sure enough, the 

weather cooperated and three skippers 

showed up; Bud Newhall in his pristine P-

15, ñNoble Maiden,ò Neil and Becky Dorf 

in ñTwo Can,ò their Monty 15, and Dick 

Herman in ñKlompen,ò his new Scamp.  

Hey, whoever said the Potters are not into 

sailing diversity? 

Buckley Cove has an excellent 

launch ramp with good docks and a big 

parking lot at the end of March Lane.  For a 

quick ten bucks, you get in and park in a 

secure area, which, given Stocktonôs 

reputation these days, is a comforting thing.  

No one was in a big hurry, and rigging 

went quickly enough.  The docks were not 

crowded but the wind was definitely setting 

down to a light breeze when the three craft 

motored out into the San Joaquin.   

It seemed like a good idea and the 

three skippers headed downstream for 

Windmill Marina, two miles away.  There 

wasnôt much boat traffic and it was a 

leisurely cruise, tacking into a fluky breeze.  

No one cranked their iron jenny and they 

pulled into Windmill two hours later, just 

before two oôclock.  Windmill has a big, 

very pretty lagoon with ample dock space. 

As expected, the café was closed.  After a 


